
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Swahili Village Charts a 
Course for a Brighter Future with Strategic Restructuring 
Washington, D.C. – September 30, 2025 – Swahili Village, the home of authentic Kenyan 
dining, today announced a pivotal and strategic decision to file for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
protection. This move is not an end, but a necessary and decisive step to secure the long-term 
vitality, operational efficiency, and sustainable growth of the Swahili Village legacy as we 
prepare for a stronger future. 

Over the past 14 months, the Swahili Village Group has worked tirelessly, injecting significant 
resources and implementing numerous internal strategies to stabilize the business amid a 
challenging economic climate. Despite these dedicated efforts, which followed unforeseen 
financial pressures, including a significant labor dispute settlement with the D.C. Office of the 
Attorney General, and coupled with external economic challenges that led to a 40% revenue 
decline at our Washington, D.C. location, a bolder course of action is required. 

By entering Chapter 11, Swahili Village gains  Substantive consolidation or Automatic stay, 
giving it the space to restructure its finances and operations. Allowing the company to emerge 
with a solid foundation and a bright future. 

 

Our Commitment to Community and Continuity 

“At Swahili Village, our mission has always been to provide an extraordinary dining 
experience—an authentic Kenyan experience—while fostering a sense of community in every 
city we serve,” said Kevin Onyona, Founder and CEO of Swahili Village Group. “We fully 
recognize the weight of this decision; however, it is a necessary step to safeguard a brighter 
future. We are committed to navigating this process with absolute transparency and integrity.” 

We want to assure our community that Swahili Village will continue operating without 
interruption. Our commitment to delivering the same exceptional dining experience remains 
absolute. The integrity of our brand and the quality our patrons expect will not change. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A Heartfelt Thank You and A Look Ahead 

Our journey of 18 years has been defined by the incredible support of our community, and we 
extend our deepest gratitude: 

●​ To Our Dedicated Employees: You are the heart and soul of Swahili Village. Your 
resilience, hard work, and commitment to excellence are central to our mission, and you 
will remain at the core of our operations throughout this transformation. 

●​ To Our Valued Patrons: Your steadfast loyalty, especially during this tumultuous time, is 
a source of immense strength. We are focused on rebuilding trust and delivering the 
high-quality dining experience you have come to expect and deserve. 

●​ To Our Trusted Vendors and Partners: We appreciate your understanding and are 
committed to working with you as we restructure our financial obligations in a manner 
that ensures our mutual long-term success. 

This strategic restructuring is designed to provide us with the financial recovery and stability 
necessary to enhance efficiency and redefine our restaurant's offerings to better meet our 
customers' evolving needs. This is about establishing a clear path forward for sustainable 
growth and securing the African Cuisine and Swahili Village Restaurants Group  legacy 

We are optimistic that this decision will pave the way for a brighter future. We invite our partners 
and patrons to stand with us as we embark on this critical journey toward recovery and renewal, 
ensuring that Swahili Village continues to be a vibrant part of our community for many years to 
come. 

Together, we will build a stronger, brighter future for Swahili Village. 

 

For media inquiries, please contact:  

info@swahilivillagemedia.org 
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